Texting and Driving
[image: image1.jpg]. . ) U DRIVE.
Starting Nov. 1, 2015, texting while U TEXT.

driving will be illegal in Oklahoma a

TheTrooper Nicholas Dees and Trooper Keith Burch Act was signed into law May 5, 2015




Injury Statistics

2013: Oklahoma Highway Safety Office reported that drivers distracted by electronic devices were involved in 14 fatal crashes, 602 injury crashes and 1,028 non-injury crashes.

National Safety Council cites texting while driving results in 330,000 injuries annually, is the #1 cause of workplace deaths and causes approximately 25% of vehicle accidents.

Law Change

The legislation makes it illegal to operate a motor vehicle while using a hand-held electronic device to compose, send or read electronic messages while driving. Violations are punishable by a $100 fine.

House Bill 1965 makes texting and driving a primary offense, meaning Oklahoma drivers could be pulled over and ticketed for texting while driving without first having committed another traffic offense.

The law contains exceptions for emergency situations and does not apply to voice-activated devices in which a driver’s hands would not be needed to write, send or read a text message.

Safe Driving Tips
· Get to know your phone and its features 

· Use a hands-free device when available
· Turn down the radio and ask passengers to stay quiet during phone calls

· Pull off to the side of the road until you're conversation is completed

· Place calls when you are not moving or merging  
· Do not engage in stressful or emotional conversations that may divert your attention from the road
· Suspend calls in heavy traffic or hazardous weather conditions 

· Do not take notes or look up phone numbers or text while driving 

Take safety seriously, your family and coworkers count on you!

